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LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the proceedings at a meeting of the Licensing Sub-Committee held in the 
District Council Chamber, South Lakeland House, Kendal, on Friday, 3 February 2017, at 
10.06 a.m. 
 

Present 
 

Councillors  
 

James Airey 
 

Alvin Finch 
 

John Holmes 
 

 

Officers 
 

Una Bell Assistant Committee Services Officer 

Nicola Hartley Senior Solicitor 

Graham Metcalfe Environmental Health Officer 

Karen Partington Licensing Officer 

 

LS/13 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN  
 
RESOLVED – That Councillor John Holmes be elected Chairman for the meeting. 
 

LS/14 APOLOGIES AND RECONSTITUTION OF MEMBERSHIP  
 
There were no apologies and there had been no change in the membership of the Sub-
Committee and, therefore, no reconstitution was necessary. 
 

LS/15 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that no declarations of interest were raised. 
 

LS/16 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - EXCLUDED ITEMS  
 
RESOLVED - That it be noted that there are no excluded items on the agenda. 
 

LS/17 INTRODUCTIONS  
 
The Chairman made introductions and read out the procedure for the meeting. 
 

LS/18 APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE - BOWSTON BRIDGE 
BREWERY  
 
The Licensing Officer presented a report which requested consideration of an application 
for a premises licence by M Rackstraws Limited, for Bowston Bridge Brewery, to provide 
alcohol sales, in light of relevant representations which had been submitted by local 
residents and South Lakeland District Council Public Protection Group. 
 
Mr John Peatfield, an objector, who was speaking on behalf of a number of residents, 
addressed the Sub-Committee. He explained that the development of a brewery on the 
site had been welcomed, however, the application for the micro-pub with the requested 
late opening hours and capacity to cater for 250 people had been submitted without prior 
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consultation with the local residents. He stated that the main areas of concern were 
regarding public safety, in particular the access road to the brewery and the increase in 
the number of cars and lack of parking. He stated that if the licence was to be granted he 
hoped that it would be with strict conditions and he proposed that the applicants would 
make practical changes to the plans which would ensure the brewery and micro-pub 
would enhance the hamlet of Bowston. 
 
Mr Ashby, an objector, who was speaking on behalf of a number of residents, addressed 
the Sub-Committee and explained that he and other residents lived in close proximity to 
the premises and requested that particular consideration be given to those residents most 
likely to be affected. He outlined his concerns regarding the risk of crime and disorder and 
also stated that those visiting the brewery by car would inevitably have to park outside 
residents’ properties.  This would cause a nuisance in residential areas and lead to 
difficulties of access for residents, farm vehicles and emergency vehicles. He also 
highlighted concerns regarding amplified music and its impact on the area. 
 
Mr Quayle, an objector, who was speaking on behalf of a number of residents, explained 
to the Sub-Committee that he lived on the main access road within 25 metres of the 
brewery. He stated that he and those he represented shared a genuine concern regarding 
the negative impact on the residents. He raised concerns regarding the noise nuisance 
and temporary events notice requests. 
 
The Environmental Health Officer, speaking in objection, stated that he had visited the 
premises on 2 February 2017 and that no changes had been made to the building since 
his previous visit. He highlighted that there was a lack of detail of the proposed changes to 
the existing building. There was no design information and no noise management plan. 
There was a general lack of detail of how the proposed business would impact on the 
neighbourhood. He recommended that serious consideration should be given to the 
requested licensing hours. 
 
Mrs Sarah Swarbrick, on behalf of the applicant, presented her case. She drew attention 
to the supporting documentation, included within Appendix A to the report, which outlined 
how the brewery would meet the licensing objectives and how the premises would be 
managed. 
 
The Sub-Committee asked questions of clarification of the Licensing Officer and the 
applicant before closing statements were made by Mr Ashby and Mrs Swarbrick. 
 
Note – The Sub-Committee passed a resolution to adjourn the meeting to exclude the 
press and public in making its decision and retired in accordance with Regulation 14 (2) of 
the Licensing Act 2003 (Hearings) Regulations 2005 (as amended) in order to further 
consider the application. 
 
The Sub-Committee, supported by the Senior Solicitor, and Assistant Committee Services 
Officer, withdrew to consider the circumstances put forward and then reconvened to 
deliver the decision.  
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RESOLVED – That the application be approved:- 
 
(1) for the following activities:-  
 
Activity Approved 

Premises open to the public: Sunday to Thursday 11:00 to 23:00 
Friday, Saturday 11:00 to 23:30 

Films  
Indoor Sporting Events 

Sunday to Thursday 11:00 to 22:30 
Friday, Saturday 11:00 to 23:00 

Live Music and Recorded Music on New Year’s Eve and Christmas Eve until 00:30 
on the following day and open to the public until 01:00 on the following day 
Late Night Refreshment Friday, Saturday 23:00 to 23:30 

(New Year’s Eve and Christmas Eve until 00.30 on the following day) 
Supply of Alcohol (On/Off) Sunday to Thursday 11:00 to 22:30 

Friday, Saturday 11:00 to 23:00 
(New Year’s Eve and Christmas Eve until 00:30 on the following day); and  
 
(2) subject to the mandatory conditions, together with the additional conditions (a) to 
(e) below proposed by the applicant, and the further conditions set by the Sub-Committee 
as (f) below, which were considered appropriate in order to promote the licensing 
objectives, as follows:- 
     
(a) General 
 

 When the designated premises supervisor is not on site the manageress from a 
local pub, which has recently closed, will be in charge. 

 All staff will be trained in the sale of alcohol, provision of entertainment and late 
night refreshment. 

 Licensing Law Training including Challenge 25, to be provided to all staff. 
 
(b) Prevention of Crime and Disorder 
 

 No admission after 23:00 hours. 

 Dispersal – there will be half an hour from the last sale of alcohol for patrons to 
leave the premises. 

 Excessive consumption of alcohol will be discouraged, free tap water will be 
available. 

 Proof of age will be required for anyone looking less than 25 years of age. 

 The Brewery to work with local Pubwatch. 
 
(c) Promotion of Public Safety 
 

 A log book shall be kept on the premises with particulars of inspections made, 
those required to be made by statute, and information compiled to comply with any 
public safety conditions attached to the premises licence. The log book shall be 
available for inspection when requested by a person authorised by the Licensing 
Act 2003 or other relevant legislation.  

 Maximum number of persons on the premises at any one time not to exceed the 
number set by the Fire Safety Certificate. 

 Adequate access to be provided for emergency vehicles. 

 Spillages and broken glass to be cleared away immediately. 
 



12 
03.02.2017 Licensing Sub-Committee 
 

 

(d) Prevention of Public Nuisance 
 

 Prominent, clear and legible notices to be displayed at all exits requesting the 
public to respect the needs of nearby residents and to leave the premises and 
area quietly. 

 All windows and doors to be kept closed when music performances are carried out 
inside. 

 No amplified music outdoors. 

 Deliveries to be carried out at such times or in such a manner as to prevent 
nuisance and disturbance to nearby residents. 

 All bottles will be collected during day times, not in the evenings. 

 The Personal Licence Holder will ensure that staff leaving late at night when the 
business has ceased trading, will do so in a manner not to disturb nearby 
residents. 

 Bright lights on the outside of the premises will be positioned and screened in such 
a way so as not to cause a disturbance to nearby residents. 

 Adequate waste bins for the use of customers will be provided in the local vicinity 
and emptied on a daily basis.  

 
(e) Protection of Children from Harm 
 

 All persons under the age of 18 to have vacated the premises by 21:30 hours 
(except for a private function when accompanied by a responsible adult). 

 
(f) Additional Conditions set by the Sub-Committee 
  

 The Applicant will undertake appropriate soundproofing to the fabric of the building 
to the satisfaction of the Environmental Protection Department. 

 The Applicant will supply a noise management plan to the Environmental 
Protection Department which requires the approval of the Environmental 
Protection Department. 

 The Applicant will incorporate appropriate noise limiting and monitoring equipment 
set to a level to be approved by the Environmental Protection Department. 

 All windows and doors to be kept closed when amplified or live music takes place. 

 Use of the outside patio area to be restricted to the hours of 11:00 to 22:00. 

 All waste collections, deliveries and any movement of bins and rubbish should take 
place between the hours of 08:00 and 18:00. 

 
Reasons for Decision:- 
 
(1)  Full consideration was given to the objections received from local residents 
relating to the possible effect that the grant of a licence may cause, public nuisance and 
increased noise and disturbance, together with residents’ concerns with respect to the 
prevention of crime and disorder and promotion of public safety. Full consideration was 
given to the verbal representations made by and on behalf of the local residents, from the 
applicant and by the Environmental Protection Department. 
 
(2)  The Sub-Committee noted that there had been no representations or objections 
from six of the seven responsible authorities and noted that the Environmental Protection 
Department had made representations regarding the building structure and management 
of noise levels. 
 
(3)  The Sub-Committee have certain reservations on the granting of this licence in 
trying to address the concerns of the community and considers that the voluntary 
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conditions proposed by the Applicant, together with the additional conditions which the 
Sub-Committee deemed necessary to promote the licensing objectives, particularly to 
prevent noise nuisance and disturbance and promote public safety, address these. 
 
(4)  The Sub-Committee also took into account the Councils Statement of Licensing 
Policy and the guidance issued under Section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003. 
  
All parties were informed that the decision will be published on the Council’s website and 
of their right to appeal within 21 days of notification of this decision. 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting ended at 12.30 p.m. 


